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Ordinance to Amend and Reenact the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Hampton, Virginia
by Amending Chapter 2 Entitled, “Definitions” Pertaining to Definitions Related to
Signage

WHEREAS, the public necessity, convenience, general welfare, and good zoning practice so
require;

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Hampton, Virginia, that section 2-2 of the
zoning ordinance of the City of Hampton, Virginia be amended to read as follows:

Chapter 2 — DEFINITIONS

Sec. 2-2. - Definitions.

Sign. Any structure, wall fixture, object, display, or device that directs attention to or is
intended to direct attention to the sign or to an object, product, place, activity, person, institution,
organization, or business by means of temporary or permanent written copy, graphics, symbols,
figures, fixtures, or projected images. The term shall not include public art; flags of any nation,
state, or other geopolitical entity not related to a commercial business, product, or service;
seasonal displays and decorations not advertising a product, service, or entertainment; or
architectural features, except those that identify products or services or advertise a business

establﬁhmem—pm%et—geeds—er—semees—The foIIowmg terms and thelr deflnltlons apply to the

sign regulations in this ordinance:

Abandoned nonconforming sign—A sign installed in conjunction with an establishment

where the establishment has identifying-oradvertising-a-business-forwhich-the-sign-was
erected-where-the-business-has not been in operation for at least two (2) consecutive

years.

Awning/canopy sign—A type of wall sign attached to, printed on, or painted on an awning or
canopy.

Banner—A type of temporary sign hung on a building intenrded-te-be-hung-on-a-frame,

possessmg characters letters, |IIustrat|ons or ornamentals applled to plastlc or fabrlc—
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Discontinued sign—A sign installed in conjunction with an establishment where that
establishment identifying-or-advertising-an-establishment-where-the-establishment has not
operated for a period of at least ninety (90) consecutive days.

Establishment—For the purposes of sighage only, any business, institutional, professional
or religious entity which provides products or services, or any apartment, condominium,
cluster home, townhouse for sale, or similar project. Only an entity which occupies a
separate business space which is enclosed by walls and accessed and secured separately
will be considered a single establishment. Any apartment, condominium, cluster home,
townhouse for sale or similar project under single management or association will be
considered a single establishment unless located on non-contiguous lots, in which case
each non-contiguous grouping will be considered a separate establishment for purposes of
this ordinance.

Feather sign---a type of temporary sign that is portable and mounted to one flexible vertical
pole, the physical structure of which may resemble a sail, bow, or teardrop, the only
movement of which is incidental to the movement of the atmosphere.

Freestanding sign—A sign that is permanently attached to the ground and not attached to

or supported by a building. -a-sigh-attached-to-a-surface-such-as-afence-ora-wall-thatis

Monument sign Greund-mounted-sigh—A type of freestanding sign with a continuous
vertical plane extending from the ground to the top of the sign.

Inflatable sign---a type of temporary sign that is located on the ground and which is
enlarged or inflated by air or moving gas.

Interstate/arterial sign--- A type of freestanding sign located within a 1000’ radius of the
intersection of the centerline of an interstate highway right-of-way and the centerline of an
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arterial street right-of-way (as listed in the comprehensive plan) with direct access to that
interstate.

Lawn sign---a type of freestanding temporary sign typically supported by a wooden or wire
frame.

Mural—A painted scene or other type of graphic that does not contain any copy and does
not provide information concerning the establishment or any product, good or service
offered by the establishment.

Nonconforming sign—A sign that does not conform to the regulations and restrictions
prescribed for the district where the sign is located, but was permissible under previous
provisions of this ordinance or predates this ordinance.

Off premises advertising sign—A permanently attached, freestanding sign that directs the
attention of the general public to a business, service or activity not conducted or a product
not offered or sold upon the premises where the sign is located.

Projecting sign—A type of wall sign attached to a building which projects perpendicularly
from the building wall.

Public art — objects expressing creative skill or imagination in a visual form that do not
contain any copy, which are intended to beautify or provide aesthetic influences to public
areas or areas which are visible from the public realm, including but not limited to murals,
paintings, and sculptures, rather than draw attention to an establishment.

Pylon sign---a type of freestanding sign that is mounted on one or more freestanding pylons
or poles.

Roof sign—A sign attached to and extending vertically from the roof of a building.
Sandwich board sign—A temporary, moveable sign consisting of two sign faces placed

together at an angle of ninety (90) degrees or less to form an "A"-shaped structure which
tapers from a wide base to a narrow top.
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Sign area—The larger of that area bounded by the outer extremities of all letters, figures,
characters, and delineation, or the outer extremities of the framework or background of the
sign; the sign area for a freestanding sign shall be contained in a continuous, unbroken
plane or geometric shape. The support for the sign background, whether it be columns, a
pylon, a building, or part thereof, shall not be included in the sign area and shall not be
used to provide information or identification. When two (2) sign faces are parallel, back to
back, continuously enclosed, and not more than thirty-six (36) inches from each other, only
one (1) face shall be included in the computation of the sign area; otherwise each sign face
shall be included in the computation of sign area.

Sign face—Any side of a sign providing information or identification.
Sign height—The vertical distance measured from the surface grade of the lot to the

highest point of the sign.

Temporary sign --- a sign displayed for a limited period of time, which is neither
permanently installed on the ground nor permanently affixed to a building or structure.

Wall sigh—A sign that is permanently attached to, erected, or painted on the outside wall of
a structure, or which extends from a building wall, including projecting signs and awning
signs.

Window sigh—A sign that is attached to, or located behind a window that exceeds thirty-
three (33) percent of the window area.
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