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April 19, 2022

City of Hampton
Planning Commission
City Council

C/O Terry P. O’Neill

Director of Community Development
City of Hampton

Hampton, Virginia 23669

Re: Use Permit Application UP21-00003

As the abutting neighbor and the most affected by the above proposed use permit, we would like
to go on record as follows:

Our understanding is that above use permit would allow Hampton Yacht Club (HYC) to use
the property in support of its junior sailing programs, which includes storing boats that have
historically been used for those programs on the property but does not include erecting
structures to store such boats (i.e. boats would stored out in the open). We do not object to
the property being used for this purpose and believe the junior sailing programs are beneficial
to the community.

Our understanding is that the HYC property to which the use permit pertains is currently

zoned as Residential and will continue to be zoned as Residential if the use permit is

approved. We would want to be notified, and have an opportunity to respond to, any
proposed change to this Residential status.

We do not object to the proposed fence on Bridge St. and a 20’ leg extending from the fence

on Bridge St. and along our common property line.

We strongly object to the City staff proposed hedge along our common property line with

HYC. Our understanding is that the proposed hedge would be 3-foot high and run along our

common property line from the fence on Bridge St. to rear side of our house, including its

porches. The primary reasons for our objection to the proposed hedge include:

e The proposed hedge will block our access to the rear of our property as our existing
landscaping extends to the common property line. We would not be able to walk from
the front yard to the back yard.

e A hedge on the property line would be too close to existing, well-established large bushes
we have in our landscaping, would be visually unappealing and make maintenance of the
landscaped area more difficult due to impaired access.

e A hedge on the property line will impose maintenance requirements on our side without
any offsetting advantages. If a barrier is to run along our property line, we strongly
prefer it to be the 20” fence discussed above.



Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opinion. In summary, we are supportive of HYC’s
use of the property for its junior sailing programs and do not object to fencing as outlined above,
but we do strongly object to a proposed hedge being run along our common property line. Please
feel free to contact me if needed at 757-869-3809 or at david.blackburn@earthlink.net.

Sincerely,

DI AULD

David Blackburn
Resident

609 Bridge Street
Hampton, VA 23669






City of Hampton
Planning Commission
City Council

C/O Terry P. O’Neill

Director of Community Development
City of Hampton

Hampton, VA 23669

RE: Use Permit Application UP 21-00003

Dear, Sir,

I am aware of the Hampton Yacht Club’s current request for a marina use permit for a parcel on the Southeast corner
of Victoria Blvd & Bridge St. My wife and I live at 4612 Victoria Blvd, directly across Bridge St. from the property
in question. We have no objections whatsoever to the requested use permit.

One of the reasons we purchased this home was its proximity to the activity on the property across the street. My
wife and I, as well as many other in the neighborhood, enjoy seeing the young sailors getting their boats ready for
regattas. It is an additive feature of the neighborhood and should be allowed to continue unabated. Further, the
training and sailing programs provide a benefit to Hampton City writ large.

We are not opposed to a fence on Bridge St. should the Hampton Yacht Club want to install one. We strongly
object to the City Staff-proposed hedge along the 30-foot setback and along the Southern property line. A small
(four-foot tall) fence will allow us and the other neighborhood residents to still have sightlines to the waterfront. A
hedge will block the view of the water which is, in fact, counter to the city’s “Historic Victoria Neighborhood
initiative area which emphasizes maintaining views of the Hampton River.” Additionally, the hedge would create
an odd ‘dead space’ between the proposed hedge and fence. This would detract from the overall aesthetic of the
property in question as well as the neighborhood.

The Hampton Yacht Club is an integral part of our neighborhood and we don’t wish for it or the activities to be
hidden or separated from the residents of Historic Little England. Thank you for your attention to this matter and
taking the thoughts and feelings of the effected neighbors into account. In short, we encourage the city to approve
Hampton Yacht Club’s request as submitted without further encumbrances (e.g. requirements for structures, hedges,
etc.).

Sincerely,

L Gdadp

Jason Erbecker
4612 Victoria Blvd
Hampton, VA 23669
(760) 807-2767



City of Hampton

Planning Commission

City Council

c/o Terry P. O’Neill, Director of Community Development
City of Hampton

Hampton, Virginia 23669

April 19, 2022

Re: Use Permit Application UP21-00003
Planning Commission and City Council Members:

As a new neighbor of Hampton Yacht Club at 619 Bridge Street, I am aware of the
club’s current request for a marina use permit. I would like to make the following
points with regard to the specifics of the permit:

1) I fully support issuance of the requested use permait.

2) The activities proposed promote youth sailing, which I am very supportive of. My
children participate and my whole family thrives on the flurry of daily activity
during the sailing season.

3) The proposed fence along Bridge Street is not objectionable to me, should the club
decide to install it.

4) We object to the City staff required hedge along the southerly property line, and
the hedge at the 30 foot setback line for a number of reasons including:

The setback hedge will create a strange series of landscaping features along
Bridge Street that are not aesthetically appealing;

A hedge on the southern property line will impede the view of my junior
sailors enjoying their chosen sport, and our view of other club activities. This

long hedgeline is not desired by any of the neighbors and I totally fail to see
the need for it at all.

Thank you for this chance to share my opinion. I encourage the adoption of the
Yacht Club request with conditions as proposed by the club. I hope that the final
outcome protects the ability of visitors and residents of our neighborhood to see and
enjoy the sailing endeavors of our youngest citizens.

Sincerely,

Erin Gathng




City of Hampton

Planning Commission

City Council

C/0 Terry P. O’Neill

Director of Community Development
City of Hampton

Hampton, Virginia 23662

April 17, 2022

Re: Use Permit Application UP21-00003

Planning Commission and City Council Members:

As a new, close neighbor of Hampton Yacht Club at 619 Bridge Street, | am aware of the
club’s current request for a marina use permit. | would like to state the following as it
pertains to my interests in the neighborhood:

1) I have no objection to the requested use permit.

2) The activities proposed promote youth sailing, which | am very supportive of. My children
participate and | enjoy watching the flurry of daily activity during the sailing season.

3) The proposed fence along Bridge Street is not objectionable to me, should the club
decide to install it.

4) We object to the City staff required hedge along the southerly property line, and the hedge
at the 30 foot sethack line for a number of reasons including:

The setback hedge will create a strange “no man'’s land” between the fence and the
hedgeline;

A hedge on the southern property line will impede the view of my junior sailors
enjoying their chosen sport, and our view of other club activities. | particularly enjoy
watching the sailing out of our house windows.

Racing sailboats is my passion in life and | wouldn't live in Hampton if it wasn't for the
enviable location and hive of activity at the Hampton Yacht Club.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion and | encourage the adoption of the Yacht
Club request with conditions as proposed by the club,

Sincerely,

Casey Schlliln%




City of Hampton

Planning Commission

City Council

C/O Terry P. O’Neill

Director of Community Development

City of Hampton
Hampton, Virginia 23669

April 19, 2022

Re: Use Permit Application UP21-00003
Planning Commission and City Council Members:

As a new neighbor of Hampton Yacht Club at 50 Marrow Street, we are aware of the club’s
current request for a marina use permit. The following points may help you understand more
about my reasons for moving to the area:

We have no objection to the requested use permit.

The activities proposed promote youth training and educational programs beneficial to the
community; and are part of the reason we moved here. We are excited to watch our grandkids in
the club’s Junior Program within easy walking distance.

We object to the City staff proposed hedge along the Southerly property line, and the hedge at
the 30 foot setback line because the hedge will impede our enjoyment of the activity we see

while walking in the neighborhood.

Thank you for the opportunity to voice our opinion. We encourage the adoption of the Yacht
Club request as modified by the club.

Sincerely,

Yon dla_

Susan and James Gatling




City of Hampton
Planning Commission
City Council

C/0 Terry P. O’Neill

Director of Community Development
City of Hampton

Hampton, VA 23669

April 19, 2022
| am writing to express my support for the Hampton Yacht Club’s Land Use Permit Application UP21-
00003 .

In 2015 my wife and | moved to the Little England district of Hampton from Virginia Beach. We did this
to be close to Hampton Yacht Club and all the activities associated with it. We built a new homeon a
vacant lot at 101 Columbia Avenue. The Hampton Yacht Club was the major attraction for us to move

- and is for most people coming into the neighborhood. Real estate listings in Little England almost
always mention their proximity to the Club as a positive feature.

The junior sailing activity that takes place at the club is a wonderful thing. It is something that the
neighborhood enjoys seeing and should be encouraged. The program has been flourishing in the past
few years. It has become the place to be for young sailors from all over. The use of the grass lot is
essential for the program to continue.

The view shed from Bridge Street for the neighborhood is important. Having a hedge along Bridge
Street would severely limit the view of the Hampton River and all the wonderful youthful boating
activity. The neighborhood wants to see this. Do not force the club to block this view shed.

Requiring a hedge between two property owners when neither want it makes no sense. Neither the
Blackburns, the owners of 609 Bridge Street, nor the Hampton Yacht Club want a hedge down this
property line. A hedge in this location would restrict the use of the property for both owners and
increase the maintenance costs for both.

Please grant HYC the Land Use Permit as they have requested without over burdening it with
unnecessary restrictions. Hampton Yacht Club has been a good neighbor to the community and will
continue to be so. ' '

Very Respectfully,
\nood I Lhe

Mark M. Wheeler

101 Columbia Ave.

Hampton, VA 23669
757-581-0781
wheelsdown2018@gmail.com
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