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Hampton 2019 

Commemorative Commission

Our Mission is to implement a plan to commemorate the 1619 

landing of Africans to English North America  

Our Vision is international recognition of enslaved 

Africans' and their point of entry at point comfort in 

English-occupied North America

We will engage local, national and international audiences 

through discourse, planning, promotion and the execution 

of commemorative activities
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Successful Partnerships and sponsors

• City of Hampton

• Virginia’s 2019 Commemoration “American Evolution” 

• National Park Service 

• Fort Monroe Authority

• Project 1619

• Community Partners

• 400 Years of African American History Commission 
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facts of this historical period

the presence of African people has endured in Hampton as a 

result of the 1619 landing of Angolan people at Point 

Comfort (Hampton) where Fort Monroe is located.

During the latter part of August1619, the White Lion entered 

the Chesapeake Bay and landed at Point Comfort with 

Africans from Angola. John Rolfe, an early English settler, 

and widower of Pocahontas, witnessed this event of “about 

20 and odd negroes” as documented. 

Some Angolans became servants at point comfort, and 

others were taken to settlements up the James River.
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facts of this historical period

Among the first Africans, Antoney and Isabella became 

servants of Captain William Tucker, Commander at 

(Kecoughtan) Point Comfort. Antoney and Isabella worked in 

the tobacco fields and cypress groves on the Tucker 

Plantation in Hampton. 

In 1624/1625, they birthed the first documented African 

child in English occupied North America and named him 

William Tucker. 
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facts of this historical period

The Tucker Cemetery in historic Aberdeen Gardens in 

Hampton, may be the original burial ground of this family. 

Captain Tucker owned portions of the land on the site of 

present day Bluebird Gap Farm. Some of his descendants may 

be buried behind in the cemetery the farm. 

At Tucker Cemetery, Jan 2018 At Bluebird Gap Farm, 2016
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facts of this historical period

On May 23, 1861, three men of African descent held in enslavement by 

Charles King Mallory escaped from working for Confederates in 

Norfolk. They rowed across the Chesapeake Bay, to secure their freedom 

at Fort Monroe.  This action was the catalyst for the Emancipation 

movement for human freedom. The men were Frank Baker, James Townsend 

and Shepard Mallory.

Depicted here are Baker, Townsend and Mallory meeting with Major General 

Benjamin Butler
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launched in 2016, the Commission has planned 

events from January to September in 2019, 

focusing on 

Commemoration & Education
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Commemoration Objectives

• To present programs that educate and offer broad 

appeal, such as an educational speaker series, 

multicultural cuisine, teacher institute, multiple 

genres of music performances including an evening 

concert, history and heritage interpretive tours, and 

unifying ceremonies of reflection

• To produce interpretive exhibits that educate visitors 

and residents in 2019 and then become available as 

traveling exhibits for educating the general public 

about the details of this lesser-known American 

history
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Education

To enhance and widen the understanding of the 1619 

African Arrival at Point Comfort through a series of 

initiatives that seek to educate and engage 

• Summer institutes for K-12 teachers 

• Film screenings with scholarly public discussions and 

guest speakers 

• Symposiums of the Virginia Indian Presence in the 

Virginia Colony and Heritage Day at Hampton History 

Museum will use history as a lens 

to Cultural artforms

• Community roundtables
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Fort Monroe Visitor & Education Center

• Fort Monroe Visitor Center will offer special 

interpretive opportunities for visitors 

• The center will share the history of the First landing 

through Exhibits, Events, & Mobile Tours

• The center will host illustrative panels featuring 

historic personalities and historic events

• work in tandem to cross-promote Tourism activities  

and to maximize visitor experiences

12



Marketing

• Engage with HamptonVA2019.com, Social Media 

Facebook and Twitter

• campaign that includes Print, radio, billboard, 

wall murals, metro stations

• Showcase sites that interpret the 400-year 

arc of African American impact 

• Engage the media in informing all audiences
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Join us for the launch of the  

2019 Commemoration

February 1, 2019

5:30 – 7:30 PM

Queen Street Baptist Church Worship Center
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Hampton 2019 

Commemorative Commission

Co-Chairs Dr. Colita Fairfax & Lt. Col. Claude Vann, III (ret)

Ann Bane Glenn Oder

NPS Superintendent Terry Brown Professor Dionne Redding

Billie Einselen Robert Shuford, Jr.

NPS Ranger Aaron Firth Ryan Taylor Fontas

Minister Larry Gibson Dr. Vanessa Thaxton-Ward

Rev. Dr. Simeon Green Raymond Tripp

William Harper Dr. William Wiggins

Hugh Harrell Audrey Williams

Kemi Layeni Councilman Jimmy Gray

Supported by Hampton City Staff; 

assistant city manager Steven Bond, 

Mary Fugere, Luci Cochran
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Thank you for your support
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