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VML's 2026 policy process is getting underway!

VML has five policy committees that meet in July to learn about
issues; review, revise, and propose VML policy positions; and
recommend issues for consideration by VML's legislative
committee.

eWho's eligible to serve? VML full-member local governments
may nominate their governing body members, appointed
officials, and senior-level staff/department directors to serve
on a committee.

eHow many committees can an individual join? One
committee per person, please.

eHow do committees meet? Committee meeting dates and
times will be announced soon; all meetings will be held on
Zoom.

eWho from my community served in 2025? Attached is the
2025 committee list. Members can remain with or change
committees; new people can also be added to your list of
nominees.

eWhat if no one participated in 20257 It's time to join this
year! Just remember that an individual can only serve on one
committee per year.

Sign us up! Please use the online nominations form [vml.org]

to submit in your locality's committee nominees by May 15, 2026.

An explanation of the areas covered by the policy committees and
the policy process is attached.

Please email Janet Areson (jareson@vml.org) if you have any
questions.

Keyara Johnson

Membership Services
= Administrator
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CED

		John Taylor Chapman		Council Member		City of Alexandria

		William E. Johnson, III		City Manager		City of Emporia

		Yolanda Hines		Council Member		City of Emporia

		Anthony Amos		Council Member		City of Fairfax

		Stacy Hall		Council Member		City of Fairfax

		Carolyn Campbell		Council Member		City of Hampton

		Hope Harper		Council Member		City of Hampton

		Michelle Ferebee		Council Member		City of Hampton

		Monica Robinson		Council Member		City of Harrisonburg

		James D. Gaston III		Deputy City Manager		City of Hopewell

		Yesy Amaya		Council Member		City of Manassas Park

		Julian Mei		Council Member		City of Martinsville

		Tina Vick		Council Member		City of Newport News

		Jeffery A. Shupe		City Manager		City of Norton

		Vernon Tillage		Council Member		City of Portsmouth

		Peter Volosin		Council Member		City of Roanoke

		Marc Nelson		Director of Economic Development		City of Roanoke

		Jeff Overholtzer		Council Member		City of Staunton

		Brad Arrowood		Vice Mayor		City of Staunton

		Lue Ward		Vice Mayor		City of Suffolk

		Joashua F. "Joash" Schulman		Council Member		City of Virginia Beach

		Sara McGuffin		Town Manager		Town of Amherst

		Pamela Sopall		Council Member		Town of Ashland

		Benjamin Nicely		Council Member		Town of Clifton Forge

		Janie Schmidt		Council Member		Town of Culpeper

		Russell Young		Council Member		Town of Dumfries

		Glenn Wood		Council Member		Town of Front Royal

		Lizi Lewis		Director of Community Development/Tourism		Town of Front Royal

		Michael T. Lloyd		Council Member		Town of Herndon

		Keven LeBlanc		Mayor		Town of Herndon

		Kari Nacy		Council Member		Town of Leesburg

		Chris Bernard		Vice Mayor		Town of Middleburg

		Mark Moore		Assistant Town Manager		Town of Rocky Mount

		Valerie Butler		Council Member		Town of Smithfield

		Ashleigh Kimmons		Council Member		Town of Strasburg

		Keith Liles		Council Member		Town of Vinton

		Richard Peters		Town Manager		Town of Vinton

		Carter Nevill		Mayor		Town of Warrenton

		Caynor Smith		Mayor		Town of Wise

		Laura Roberts		Town Manager		Town of Wise





Finance

		Alyia Gaskins		Mayor		City of Alexandria

		James C. Saunders		Council Member		City of Emporia

		Martha Mugler		Council Member		City of Hampton

		LC Jones		Mayor		City of Martinsville		General Laws

		Curtis Bethany		 Vice Mayor		City of Newport News		Vice Char

		Virginia Lovell		Director of Finance		City of Newport News

		Treavor Calhoun		Director of Finance		City of Norton

		Shannon Glover		Mayor		City of Portsmouth

		Evelyn Powers		Council Member		City of Roanoke

		Margaret A. Lindsey		Director of Finance		City of Roanoke

		John Rector		Council Member		City of Suffolk

		Stacy Cummings		Council Member		City of Virginia Beach

		Dale Burdette		Vice Mayor		Town of Clifton Forge

		Josh Ingram		Council Member		Town of Front Royal

		BJ Wilson		Director of Finance		Town of Front Royal

		Todd Cimino-Johnson		Vice Mayor		Town of Leesburg

		Bridge Littleton		Mayor		Town of Middleburg		Chair

		Vincent Copenhaver		Finance Director		Town of Rocky Mount

		Michael Stallings		Town Manager		Town of Smithfield

		Cody Sexton		Deputy Town Manager		Town of Vinton

		Bradley Grose		Mayor		Town of Vinton

		Sarina Collins		Town Treasurer		Town of Wise





General Laws

		Clifton Threat		Council Member		City of Emporia

		Catherine Read		Mayor		City of Fairfax

		Stacey Hardy-Chandler		Council Member		City of Fairfax

		Jimmy Gray		Mayor		City of Hampton

		Chris Brown		City Attorney		City of Harrisonburg

		Rayshaun Gravely		Council Member		City of Martinsville

		Robert S. Coleman		Council Member		City of Newport News

		Matthew R. Dotson		City Attorney		City of Norton

		Anthony Williams		City Attorney		City of Petersburg

		Laura Carini		Deputy City Attorney		City of Roanoke

		Nicolas Hagen		Council Member		City of Roanoke

		Alice Woods		Council Member		City of Staunton

		Ebony Wright		Council Member		City of Suffolk

		Cal "Cash" Jackson-Green		Council Member		City of Virginia Beach

		Chuck Unroe		Town Manager		Town of Clifton Forge

		Joe Short		Council Member		Town of Culpeper

		Monae Nickerson		Vice Mayor		Town of Dumfries

		Donald Hunter		Council Member		Town of Farmville

		George Sonnett		Town Attorney		Town of Front Royal

		Wayne Sealock		Council Member		Town of Front Royal

		Naila Alam		Council Member		Town of Herndon

		Zach Cummings		Council Member		Town of Leesburg

		Bud Jacobs		Council Member		Town of Middleburg

		Robert J. Wood		Town Manager		Town of Rocky Mount

		Keli Reekes		Town Manager		Town of South Hill

		Laurie Mullins		Council Member		Town of Vinton

		Teresa Adkins		Council Member		Town of Wise





HD & E

		Jacinta Greene		Council Member		City of Alexandria

		L. Dale Temple		Council Member		City of Emporia

		Rachel McQuillen		Council Member		City of Fairfax

		Marybeth Connelly		Council Member		City of Falls Church

		Steven Brown		Vice Mayor		City of Hampton

		Nasser Alsaadun		Council Member		City of Harrisonburg

		Marcellus Harris III		Council Member		City of Newport News

		Abe Rutherford		Director of Social Services		City of Norton

		Jeanne Hubbard		Council Member		City of Poquoson

		Kathryn Bryant		Council Member		City of Portsmouth

		Matthew Crookshank		Human Services Administrator		City of Roanoke

		Vivian Sanchez-Jones		Council Member		City of Roanoke

		Michele Edwards		Mayor		City of Staunton

		Leroy Bennett		Council Member		City of Suffolk

		Carl Wolfe		Council Member		Town of Clifton Forge

		Chuckie Reid		Vice Mayor		Town of Farmville

		Joe Petty		Town Manager		Town of Front Royal

		Melissa DeDomenico-Payne		Council Member		Town of Front Royal

		Kevin Daly		Council Member		Town of Middleburg

		Pam Curran		Council Member		Town of Middleburg

		Donna Collins		Human Resources/Risk Management Director		Town of Vinton

		Sabrina McCarty		Council Member		Town of Vinton

		Michelle O'Halloran		Council Member		Town of Warrenton

		Robin Dotson		Council Member		Town of Wise





Infrastucture

		Canek Aguirre		Council Member		City of Alexandria

		Sarah Bagley		Vice Mayor		City of Alexandria

		Mark Lilly		Council Member		City of Emporia

		Thomas Peterson		Council Member		City of Fairfax

		Randy Bowman		Council Member		City of Hampton

		Dany Fleming		Vice Mayor		City of Harrisonburg

		Laura Dent		Council Member		City of Harrisonburg

		Kathy Lawson		Council Member		City of Martinsville

		Cleon Long		Council Member		City of Newport News

		Stephen McElroy		Assistant City Manager/ City Engineer		City of Norton

		Christopher Blakeman		Environmental Manager		City of Roanoke

		Adam Campbell		Council Member		City of Staunton

		LeOtis Williams		Council Member		City of Suffolk

		Shelley Butler Barlow		Council Member		City of Suffolk

		Debbie Laudermilk		Council Member		Town of Clifton Forge

		Derrick Wood		Mayor		Town of Dumfries

		Tangela Innis		Town Manager		Town of Dumfries

		Bruce Rappaport		Council Member		Town of Front Royal

		Robbie Boyer		Director of Public Works		Town of Front Royal

		Neil Steinberg		Council Member		Town of Leesburg

		Michael Stovall		Vice Mayor		Town of Vinton

		William Herndon		Public Works Director		Town of Vinton

		Duane Phillips		Council Member		Town of Wise












VML’s Policy Committee Process



Each year the Virginia Municipal League convenes policy committees to involve members in the development of policy statements to guide the League staff and members through the coming year.



Policy committees give members an opportunity to hear from subject matter experts on issues of interest and to talk with colleagues from VML’s member localities about issues of common concern.  



Policy committees also help develop potential positions for inclusion in VML’s Legislative Program by looking at issues referred to the committee by the Legislative Committee and providing input to that Committee.  



The policy committees meet once during the year, typically in late July.  Meetings will be held on Zoom.



FAQs about policy committees



What is the role of the policy committees?

Policy committees receive briefings on select statewide issues, consider additions and updates to the policy statement, and develop legislative recommendations for the Legislative Committee to consider.



How are policy committees appointed?

Policy committee membership consists of elected, appointed officials and senior staff/department heads of full-member local governments.  Nomination information is sent in the spring to each locality, and each local government determines which of its officials/staff will be nominated for each of the five policy committees.  Each local government may nominate up to two people per policy committee, at least one of whom must be a governing body member.



What are the benefits of serving on a policy committee?

VML policy committees offer members an opportunity to learn about current and emerging statewide issues affecting local governments, to develop through policy statements the broad philosophical framework that guides the league, and to network with local officials with similar policy interests.



How many policy committees are there?

There are five policy committees: 1) community and economic development; 2) finance; 3) general laws; 4) human development and education; and 5) infrastructure (addressing transportation and natural resources issues).



What issues does each policy committee cover?



· Community & Economic Development: Authority, administration, and funding of the full range of community and economic development issues, including business development and retention, international competitiveness, infrastructure development and investment, planning, land use and zoning, blight, enterprise zones, housing, workforce development and historic preservation.

· Finance: Powers, organization, and administration of local government financing, including taxing authority, debt financing, state aid to local governments and state and federal policies affecting local finance issues.

· General Laws: Powers, duties, responsibilities, organization, and administration of local governments, including state-local and interlocal relations, conflicts-of-interest, freedom-of-information, information management, personnel, telecommunications, utilities, and law and courts issues.

· Human Development and Education: Management and funding of human services including social services, behavioral health, CSA, juvenile justice, jails, health, and prek-12 public education.

· Infrastructure: Development, management, maintenance, and funding of environmental programs including water resources and quality, air quality, and waste management as well as transportation system management and funding.



What is a policy statement?

Each policy committee develops a policy statement that covers issues in its respective area.  The policy statement expresses the views of VML’s membership on matters of interest to local governments.  The statement generally addresses broad, long-term, and philosophical positions.  The VML membership approves the policy statements at the business meeting held during the VML annual conference.



How do policy statements differ from VML’s legislative program?

Policy statements are general and longer-term in nature.  They reflect local governments’ positions on a range of issues.  The Legislative Program addresses specific issues of an immediate nature.  It is limited to legislative positions that VML expects to lobby on during the upcoming legislative session.
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