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Supplemental Information for 

Restaurant 3 
OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date Received: 

Case Number: UP __ __–__ __ __ __ __ 

Complete this application in its entirety and submit with the 
completed Use Permit application form to the address  
below: 

City of Hampton 
Community Development Department, Planning Division 
22 Lincoln Street, 5th Floor 
Hampton, Virginia 23669 

1. LOT INFORMATION

Address _1471 Merchant Lane Unit 102-104, Hampton Va. 23661

Current On-site Parking Spaces __________  Current On-street Parking Spaces___________ 

2. BUILDING & OPERATIONAL INFORMATION
If not applicable, please write “N/A” or leave blank

Total Square Footage ___5941_______ Total Square Footage of Dance Floor ___NA_________ 

Total Square Footage of Indoor Live Entertainment Performance Area _180    Total Square 

Footage of Outdoor Live Entertainment Performance Area _N/A_______________ Proposed 

Type(s) of Entertainment to be Offered _Live Band, Poetry, Karaoke and DJ type music_____ 

Total Square Footage of Outdoor Dining Area _NA___________________________________ 

❑ Please attach a floor plan of the facility with all rooms labeled as to their use and square
footage and showing the location of live entertainment performance area, dance floor
area, and outdoor dining area, if applicable.

Existing Hours of Operation: Mon____N\A______ Tue ___N\A_____ Wed___N\A______ 

Thu____N\A_______ Fri ____N\A_____ Sat___N\A_______ Sun____N\A_ 

Proposed General Hours of Mon_12 pm-12 am_  Tue __12 pm-12 am   Wed_12 pm-12 am________ 
Operation: 

Thu_12 pm-12 am__ Fri _12 pm-12 am_________ Sat_12 pm-12 am___ 

Sun_11 am-5pm_________ 

Proposed Hours of Outdoor Mon__N\A____ Tue __N\A___ Wed____N\A__ 
Dining:  

Thu___N\A ___ Fri ____N\A__ Sat___N\A____ Sun___N\A______ 
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Proposed Hours of Live 
Entertainment:  

Mon_6pm-11pm  Tue __6pm-11pm   Wed_6pm-11pm  Thu_6pm-11pm   

Fri __6pm-11pm_   Sat_6pm-11pm_   Sun_1pm-4pm__

Will there be smoking area(s) in conjunction with the restaurant? ❑ Yes ❑  No 

❑ Please indicate the floor plan to show the dedicated smoke area(s), if applicable

Does the restaurant have a security plan? ❑ Yes ❑ No

❑ Please attach or provide a security plan for the restaurant, if applicable







The Rhythm Room Narrative Statement 

 

Dr. Gregory Braxton, Owner and Youlande Thomas, Operations Manager, presents The Rhythm 

Room, Good Time Karaoke Entertainment, LLC’s new 5941sqft. luxury lounge and music 

venue, that fills 3 suites (101, 102, and 103) within the Peninsula Town Center.  This new 

facility will accommodate roughly 150 guests and 20 staff members (FOH and BOH managers, 

cooks, bartenders, servers, table buss associates, greeters, hookah attendants and karaoke jockey) 

during normal operations Monday through Saturday between 12 pm and 12 am and Sunday 

between 11 am and 5 pm.   The Rhythm Room will feature the Rhythm House Band with live 

entertainment as well as provide a platform for emerging and upcoming local artists. For many 

years, I’ve worked in the karaoke industry and witnessed firsthand the abundance of talent in 

Hampton, Virginia. They simply lack the resources to form their own bands. We're giving these 

artists the opportunity to perform live with our fantastic house band! The fun doesn't have to stop 

there; several of Hampton's most popular bands will perform smooth jazz and some of your 

favorite R&B classics.   

Since The Rhythm Room will not be functioning as a dance club but more appropriately, as a 

restaurant lounge. We will maintain sound levels that are consistent with dinning and socializing.  

Management will also monitor sounds emanating from the facility to ensure that it does not 

create an unpleasant environment for neighboring tenants. For the hookah lovers, we have 

created dedicated cozy comfort lounge spaces where guests can enjoy the hookah experience 

while networking and watching games or live entertainment on flat screen monitors without 

infringing on guest outside of the dedicated spaces.  At The Rhythm Room, safety is always a 

top priority.  When required, management will implement our security plan and contract 

resources to provide security support to ensure the safety and security for those who visit.  In 

effort to be consistent with current policies, The Rhythm Room will enforce traffic guidance as 

directed by the Peninsula Town Center management.  We will also encourage our guests to 

utilize available parking spaces on the street as well as the parking lots and garage near The 

Rhythm Room’s location.   

The Rhythm Room will be the go-to spot for a safe, service-oriented and sensual ambiance with 

well-designed lighting, comfortable seating, a "conversation- allowing" music system, and 

beautiful decor.  The Rhythm Room Restaurant and Lounge addresses a critical and long 

overdue need, not only for the City of Hampton but for the entire region of Coastal Virginia.  

 



 

Premised -Suites E-101, E102 
and E103 / Approx 5,941 sf 
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GENERAL  NOTES
1. CONTRACTOR SHALL SUBMIT HOOD SUPPRESSION SYSTEM PLANS AND 

OBTAIN APPROVAL PRIOR TO INSTALLATION.

2. REFER SHEET AE502 FOR TYPICAL BOOTH SECTION.

3. REFER TO FS_ SHEETS FOR KITCHEN EQUIPMENT.

LEGEND

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION

INDICATES ACCESSIBLE SEATING AREA

FIRE EXTINGUISHER NOTES

1. PROVIDE A PORTABLE FIRE EXTINGUISHER WITH  A RATING OF NOT LESS 
THAN 2-A OR 2A108C WITHIN 75 FEET TRAVEL DISTANCE TO ALL PORTIONS 
OF THE BUILDING ON EACH FLOOR, ALSO DURING CONSTRUCTION.

2. PROVIDE FIRE EXTINGUISHERS AS REQUIRED BY FIRE DEPARTMENT FIELD 
INSPECTOR (VERIFY PRIOR TO INSTALLATION).

3. FE-1: DINING AREA FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: PROVIDE A MIN OF TWO EQUAL TO 
J.L INDUSTRIES COSMIC SERIES A MODEL 10E IN CABINET (F.E.C) 10 LV 
CAPACITY WITH NOZZLE ( OR EQUAL).

4. FE-2: KITCHEN AREA FIRE EXTINGUISHERS: PROVIDE A MIN OF TWO EQUAL 
TO J.L.INDUSTRIES SATURN SERIES- MODEL 15" WALL MOUNTED, WET 
CHEMICAL TYPE K UL RATED , 6 LITER CAPACITY FIRE EXTINGUISHERS WITH 
PRESSURE GAUGE (OR EQUAL).

FURNITURE SCHEDULE

SYMBOL ITEM

C-1

INTERIOR STOOL 

C-2

INTERIOR CHAIR  

MODEL NUMBER:
W003432666

C-3

INTERIOR CHAIR 

MODEL NUMBER:
FRU-DC390

C-4

NUMBER

10

32"
42" Max36"

24"-26"
30"

17 - 20"

INTERIOR CHAIR 

MODEL NUMBER:
#FRU-256

LOUNGE SEATINGB-1

T-1
INTERIOR TABLE 
MODEL NUMBER:
#FRU-SW-BB-SET

T-2

INTERIOR TABLE 

MODEL NUMBER:
7766628

T-4

INTERIOR TABLE 
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20

33
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22
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DISCRIPTION

STARBURST TABLE

https://www.westelm.com/products/starburst-coffee-table-
h2949/?catalogId=71&sku=5031575
&cm_ven=PLA&cm_cat=Google&cm_pla=Furniture%20%
3E%20Coffee%20Tables&region_id=477570&cm_ite=
5031575_14463142072&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIuLfM2sD3-
QIVNQaICR2QLQ34EAQYASABEgLSgvD_BwE

MANUFACTURER DIMENSION

RESTAURANT COUNTERT ABLE
https://www.westelm.com/products/rectangle-wood-bar-table-orbit-
base-h8420/?catalogId=71&sku=7766628
&cm_ven=PLA&cm_cat=Google&cm_pla=Furniture%20%3E%
20Dining%20Tables&region_id=477570&cm_ite=7766628_
14465075426&gclid=CjwKCAjw5s6WBhA4EiwACGncZefHSR2-
PqWAHLXxxbTZKZvzqmWBYELsjog5gXv1uGoK5b8JEVZVPhoCP
pMQAvD_BwE

PREMIUM SOLID WOOD BUTCHER BLOCK TABLE
https://www.restaurantfurniture.net/premium-solid-wood-butcher-
block-table-set.html

TUFTED BANQUETTE SEATING
https://www.etsy.com/listing/992049509/kitchen-bench-banquette-
upholstered?
click_key=fae513b96e49c586e7b4051eaa1c0e13dba0928d%
3A992049509&click_sum=3a53a2b7&ref=shop_home_active_22
&pro=1&frs=1

SWIVEL BARSTOOL WITH DOUBLE RING

https://www.restaurantfurniture.net/swivel-bar-stool-with-a-
double-ring.html

ZYAIRE COUNTER STOOL

https://www.wayfair.com/furniture/pdp/three-posts-zyaire-
counter-bar-stool-w003432666.html?piid=2022529427

UPHOLSTERED BACK  WOOD RESTAURANT CHAIR

https://www.restaurantfurniture.net/restaurant-chairs/wood-
chairs/upholstered-back-wood-chair.html

METAL PADDED BACK WOOD CHAIR RESTAURANTFURNITURE.NET 17" W x 17" D x 33" H

RESTAURANTFURNITURE.NET

WAYFAIR

RESTAURANTFURNITURE.NET

WICKEDELEMENTS.COM

WEST ELM

RESTAURANTFURNITURE.NET

WEST ELM

17"W x 35"D x 21"H

Counter Seat 
                   - Height: 26"
Bar Stool Seat
                  -Height: 29.5"
17.5"W x 22.5"D

15" W x 30" H x 15" D

40"H x 26"D
SEAT HEIGHT: 18"
WIDTHS: 60", 72", 84",
96"

24"W X 24"D X 32"H

24" X 30"

34"D X 17.25"H

https://www.restaurantfurniture.net/metal-padded-back-chair-with-
premium-wood-grain-finish.html

O-1

INTERIOR TABLE

MODEL NUMBER:
HUD8231B

4SAFAVIE SQUARE TUFTED OTTOMAN

https://www.decormarket.com/safavieh-maiden-square-
tufted-ottoman-black.html

DÉCOR MARKET 18.3"W x 18.3" D x
16.7"H

C-4
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1481 Merchant Lane, Hampton, VA - 23666

3/16" = 1'-0"
FURNITURE PLAN

A1

KITCHEN AREA                           = 1866  SF
RETAIL STOCKROOM                = 125    SF
RESTAURANT AREA                  = 3825  SF
RETAIL/MERCHANTILE AREA   = 125    SF
TOTAL AREA FOOTAGE            = 5941 SF

(THE RHYTHM ROOM OCCUPYING UNIT 101, 102, 103)







































 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rhythm Room Crime Prevention Program 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Honesty Policy 

Theft or conversion of any restaurant asset is unacceptable. 

Employees must sign the honesty policy acknowledging that they understand it and will comply 

with it. 

 

Prosecution Policy – Prosecution for all crimes in the restaurant will be fairly and 

consistently pursued. 

 

Loss Reporting – All losses due to criminal activity will be reported and properly investigated. 

 

Employee Screening 

Employment screening procedures will include the conduct of reference checks with previous 

employers. 

Criminal and credit checks will be conducted on any employee with access to the 

safe or keys to the building. 

 

Training 

Honesty and prosecution policy 

Robbery prevention and response procedures 

Operation of security systems and equipment 

 

Secure opening and closing times. 

Use the “buddy system” for opening and closing the restaurant. Law enforcement says this is one 

of the most important things you can do to curtail robberies at the place of business.  

 

• When opening, one enters and checks for security-related problems. 

• The other employee waits outside until they receive an “all clear” signal. 

• When closing, one employee should exit the restaurant, proceed to his/her motor vehicle, 

and drive around the restaurant to look for any security concerns. 

• If no problems are observed by the first exiting employee, an “all clear” signal should be 

given before others leave the restaurant under the observation of the 

first employee. 

• If problems occur during either opening or closing procedures, one employee should 

always be in a position to go for help or call for help.  

 

There are specific security protocols for how one employee should open, unlock, enter, and 

check the premises while another employee stands ready to call for help should anything be 

amiss. Recommendation: Never schedule an employee to be alone in a restaurant at any time. 

 

Follow established protocol for cash handling. 

Keep cash on-hand to a minimum; don’t let cash accumulate in the cash drawer. Keep large bills 

in a time-controlled safe. Ensure that employees and public know that large bills are not 

accepted. Combinations to safes should be changed regularly and especially when an employee 

entrusted with the access code is terminated. Don’t schedule bank trips at the same time each 

day. Your habits may be watched and assessed for a “robbery” opportunity.   



Recommendation: Change the route that the depositor takes to the bank each day and don’t have 

him/her carry a “cash bag” – use a container that is less obvious. 

 

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 

All nooks and crannies (hiding places) on the exterior of the restaurant should be 

eliminated. 

Exterior lighting should be no less than five (5) footcandles. 

Closed-circuit television cameras may be used to monitor exterior areas. 

 

Physical Security 

Restaurants should have electronic alarm systems. 

- Preventive maintenance (PM) of electronic alarm systems is vital 

- Electronic alarm system components will periodically need to be replaced and 

updated. 

- Restaurant electronic alarm systems should be centrally monitored. 

- Key restaurant staff need special training in disabling and activation procedures. 

 

CCTV 

- Place monitors near cash registers 

- Allow customers to see it is in use 

- Video recorder should be out of sight. 

- Among the exterior areas that may be monitored by CCTV cameras are the 

loading/receiving area, trash disposal area and exterior doors. 

- CCTV systems need preventive maintenance (PM) 

- Appropriate restaurant staff should be trained in the use and employment of 

CCTV systems. 

 

Freezers and Coolers 

- May serve as safe rooms 

- Should be capable of being unlocked from the inside 

- Should have an alarm or communication device inside the freezer and cooler 

 

Restrooms 

- Should not have dropped ceilings - could be used by “stay-behinds.” 

- Stalls should be checked before closing 

 

Exterior Doors 

- All solid exterior doors should have through-the-door viewers. 

- The rear door leading to the trash or waste containers should have a buzzer to 

request re-entry. These doors should never be propped open. 

 

Roof Access 

- Any roof access to the restaurant should be locked on the inside of the building. 

 

Safe Management 

- The combination to a restaurant safe should be changed every time an employee 



with access to the combination terminates or is terminated. 

- Never hide a safe combination in proximity to the safe. 

- Always scramble combinations upon closure of a safe. 

- Wheels should be removed from safes. 



www.hampton.gov/cdd
757.728.2444

Fax:757.728.2445

City of Hampton, Virginia 
Community Development Department

22 Lincoln Street, City Hall
Hampton, VA 23669

Your payment was successful. 

Order Status Successful

Account Gregory Braxton

Process Date 2/24/2023 2:24 PM

Payment Chip Transaction

Amount $650.00

Related To Type Total Outstanding
UP22-00010 Application Fee $650.00 $0.00

Thank you for your transaction with the Community Development Department today. We appreciate your business and look
forward to serving you in the future.

http://www.hampton.gov/cdd
http://www.hampton.gov/cdd
https://hamptonva.my.salesforce.com/001E000001Ra0dW
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