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• The City of Hampton operates our stormwater system under a

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit issued

by Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)

• Our MS4 Permit requires the development of a program to 

accomplish the objectives of the permit and includes 

provisions for achieving federal mandated pollutant reductions 

for the Chesapeake Bay and Back River TMDL (Total 

Maximum Daily Loads) 
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• The City of Hampton has a current MS4 Permit that was 

issued by DEQ in July 2016 and expired in June 2021  

• DEQ administratively extended                                              

our current MS4 Permit until the                                                                                          

re-issuance of a new permit 

• Hampton spends approximately                                   

$13,000,000 annually on                                           

stormwater related activities                                                                                                
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• DEQ submitted a draft version of the new MS4 Permit in 

November 2023 with comments due in December 2023

• City staff met with DEQ on December 18, 2023 to discuss the 

new permit and requested eight (8) changes to the new permit 
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MS4 Permit Comments 

1. The permit effective date should align with the City’s fiscal year (July 1 –

June 30) as all operational and budget processed follow the fiscal year.

2. Construction Site Runoff - Part I.B.2.a) Specific Report Requirements.

Under what authority does the City have to regulate “maintenance of

stormwater management controls” on residential lots.

3. Roadways – Part I.B.2.c)1) Revise requirement to lane miles, not percent.

Revise “street cleaning program” to “street sweeping program”.

4. Illicit Discharges and Improper Disposal – Part I.B.2.e)2) Remove

requirement for a sanitary sewer inspection program. The City of Hampton

is the only Hampton Roads locality to have inspected its entire sanitary

sewer system, as part of the Consent Order, and is confident of the

system’s integrity.



MS4 Permit Comments (Cont’d) 

5. Stormwater Infrastructure Management – Part I.B.2.h)1)(d) Replace percent
of system inspected with number of structures and miles of pipe and
ditches, as contained in the current permit.

6. Dry Weather Screening Program – Part I.B.3.l)1) Requires “60 stations
(outfalls) each year. Most of the City’s outfalls are tidal, under water, and
not accessible. Revise to allow stations upstream of the outfall for the Dry
Weather Screening Program.

7. Dry Weather Screening Program – Part I.B.2.i)6)(b) Change the minimum
number of hours from 72 hours to 48 hours, as shown in the current permit.

8. Stormwater Infrastructure Management within the draft permit requires the
City to inspect 80% of the stormwater system within the 5-year permit term.
While an inspection program is an important component of the City’s
stormwater overall program and additional funding may be required to
achieve the 80% goal. The City has recently cleaned and inspected
approximately 40% of the overall stormwater system at a cost of
approximately $4 million dollars and would like to request and adjustment in
the overall program goals, as our City has accomplished 40% of this goal in
2023, prior to issuance of the new permit.



• Wastewater Infrastructure Inspections - Comment # 4

City requested removal of the requirement for a  sanitary 

sewer inspection program within the MS4 permit program. 

The City of Hampton is the only Hampton Roads locality 

to have inspected 100% of our sanitary sewer system as 

part of our Regional Consent Orders to ensure our 

systems are not inter-connected

(Inspect 240,000 LF of sanitary sewer system annually which cost approximately $850,000)
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• Stormwater Infrastructure Inspection Program - Comment # 8

The proposed MS4 permit requires the City to inspect  

80% of the stormwater system within a 5-year permit term 

Hampton cleaned and inspected approximately 40% of our  

overall stormwater system in 2023 at a cost of 

approximately $4 million dollars and requested an 

adjustment in the overall program goals as this is a new 

requirement within the MS4 program 
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• Public notice for the draft MS4 Permit was published in the 

Daily Press on December 29, 2023 and January 5, 2024, as 

the public comment period ends on January 30, 2024 

• Hampton intends to re-submit two major comments during the 

public comment period as the final permit is expected to be 

issued in 2024

• DEQ and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) are 

concurrently reviewing the draft permit comments prior to 

issuance of a new permit in 2024
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Questions ??


