COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA
CITY OF HAMPTON

This day, personally appeared before me, Joann M. Gibson, and made oath as follows:

1. Sheis employed at the Daily Press Inc. newspaper publishing company, a division
of Tribune Publishing in the City of Newport News, Virginia.

The attached advertisement was published for (2} insertions in the Daily Press on

December 30, 2021 & January 6, 2022,

Starting: December 30, 2021 and ending date January 6™, 2022

J%nn M. Gibson

Subscribed and sworn before me:

This 2™ day of f}::m%;oz&

- My commission expires:  )&-3i- 2025

NOTARY PUBLIC
Registration Number: 1)4908 2.4-/5
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Hampton man pleads guilty in scamming scheme

By Peter Dujardin
Fuaf Writer

NEWPORT NEWS —
A Hampton man pleaded
guill tweek tob ing
several victims — most in
Hampton Roads — out of
more than $630.000in cash
over Six years.

Federal prosecutors say
Clarence M. Rice Ir., 54,
falsely told the victims he
stood to get a multi-mil-
Fon dollar insurance settle-
ment fromhis father's death
in an industrial accident
years earbier. But to get that

ayout, Rice told them, he
st needad tobe clear of all
his debts.

He told the victims —
including a bricklyer and a

man — that they'd get
e return if they helped
the debts.

“He tricked victims into
giving him large sums of
money usingthe false repre-
sentations,” the US. Attor-

ney’s Ofhce said in a recent
rews release These victims
“were of limited financial
means and sutfered substan-
tialhardship from his fracd

The scheme ran between
201319 according to astate-
ment-of-facts that federal
prosecutors, Rice and his
public defender agreed to
aspartofaDec 28 pleadesl

In 2013, the statement
said, Rice told a bricklayer
friend, now 73, about the
fake settlement and the
“purported condition of his
inkeritsnce thathe repay a1l
of his existing debts” Over
the next six years, that man
gave Rice about $370,000.

Rice also relied on the
bricklayer to intreduce him
to numerous other victims
who slse forked over
hundreds of thousands of
dollars.

In June 2014, Rice said
he needed more money; so
the bricklayer introduced
himtoafricnd whoisblind

Thotman, now 74, paid Rice
$143,000 over six years, the
statement said

The bricklayer also
encouraged another man
— for whom he served as a
father figure — toinvestwith
Rice, because it seemed like
“a good opportunity with
a guaranteed return,” the
statement sald As part of
the scheme, Rice, his attor-
ney and the man mzt at the
lawyer’s office to “evecute
promissory mnotes to
purportedly document the
legitimate transactions ™

That victim gave Rice
about §95,000 in 2015, the
statement said

The bricklayer also
enconraged a Georgia
couple — his m.::.rzu and
son-in-law — to invest with
Rice. They likewise sgrecd,
paving Rice $24,000.

To entice the couple 1o
invest, the statement said,
Rice got the sor-in-law on
athree-way conference call

with a man whe purported
5759#5&?33423
that was “managing Rice’s
inheritance”

But the bricklayer got
suspicious as the years
passed without a payout,
and he went to the Norfoll:
Policein carly 2017,

During an interview with
aNorfoll detective that yeas,

traditicnal bank accounts.
They also found that he
“hid” much of the bilked
money on pre-paid stored
value cards — wath deposits
to the cards typically msde
the sime day the victims
Eave him money:

*The defendant main-
tained a cash lifestyle” the
stat. t said. “This made

Rice asserted the cash from
the victims was for “Jegit-
imate loans and invest-
ments” He denied telling
the victims he needed the
money for a death settle-
ment, instead saying it was
for awrongful death Lnwsuit
The Norfolk ce
referred the matter for a
federal investization Over
the next several years, the
statement said, IRS special
sgentsunraveled the case.
The agents found that
Rice cashed most of the
“hundreds” of checks he
got from the victims rather
than depositing them in

it difficult for investigators
to trace his taxable income
and fraudulent transac-

¢ all the meney
n, the statement

-17,
when his tax bill would
have totaled $52,000 over
thethree years.

‘When IRS agents inter-
viewed Rice in October 2015,
he first told them he hadn't
filed his taxes since 2011
because he thought he had
three yearstofile.

Butwhensgents told him
ithadbesn nearly a decade,

Rice s3id he didn't earn
enoughtofile — eventhough
hehadearlier told agentshe
made upto 90,000 ayearas
a tow truck driver, race car
driver andinrealestate.

Rice was arrested Sept.
16 and charged in Newport
News with 10 felonies —
two counts of wire fraud,
five counts of moaey laun-
dering and three counts of
tax evasion. He pleaded
Dec. 28 toone count
of wire fraud and rax
evasion. The other charges
will be dismissed 25 part of
the pleaagreement.

US. District Judge Arenda
Wright Allen will sentence
Rice on May 25, when he
facesupto2Syearsinprison
Rice’s lawyer, Assistant
Federal Public Defender
Kirsten Kmet, could not be
immediately reached.

Peter Dujard'n, 757-247-
4749, pduiardin 2dailypress.
wm

Ervronmental consiitants onthe Aries Ram Vil — alft ship — off Croztan Beachare tabing soll samples for Dominion Erengy 's
offshore wind project. STEPHEN MU KATZ/STAFF

Ship hovering oftf Rudee
Inlet tied to offshore wind

By Stacy Parker
Sraf Wriner

VIRGINTA BEACH
— After Monday's heavy
gutaadios

-locking s overing
above the water's surfuce
off Croztzn Bexch cameinto
view,

The Aries Ram V11— alift
ship — works like this: The
vesse] acts as an elevated
platformyhileits threebegs
restonthe sea foor.

Inside the ship, envi-
ronmental consultants
are taking soil samples for
Dominion Energy’s offshore
wind project. The infor-
mation will be used in the
placement of an undersea
cable that eventually will
come from wind turbizesat
s¢a, according to Dominion

December and is expected
to be on site until the end
of January. Tt's south of the
entrance to Rudee Tnlet,

abour 1000 feet offshore.

Dominion Energy has
owo turbines 27 miles offthe
Virginia Beach coast that are
beingused for research

The company plans to
build another 180 for a
commercial wind farm by
2026

The undersea portion
of the wind project
come ashore at State Mi
tary Resenvation (form:
krown as Camp Pendleton).

run to a switching station
north of Harpers Road and
onto the Fentress substation
inChesapeate.

Dominion Energy has
subinitred its route propos-
als for the transmission

tion Commission, which
will decide which one will
bebuilt

Stacy Parker,
757:222-5125,
stacy parker
Ertletondine com
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Tha Cty Council of F¢ Coy of Hampton, Virgiia, wil hold a putiic bearing on Jarwcry 12, 2022, ot
630 pm.in P2 Counci Chabers, Eighth Reor, Gy Hall, 22 Uncrda Street Hamgpion Virgiva, o covsider
e Lieainy

Use Permit Application No. 21-00021 by Terry RdSck b cparas a privas ublodys at 1025
N King Street [LRSN: 8000660) Tre property is 2072 Limizd Commércad (C-2) Dsticl The
d) recormands cormared s for B s aea

of Gocumants er infaematon tonceming s applicatin may b9 cblaned from e Coveunty
ﬁJ._ Diprrimart ¢ Be 5 foor of Gy Hall, o from Dorald Whiggle, (15T 722-5235 o
gt &nd e Clerh of Coumcdl.

Tre Piarming Comm son recommands approval of this fem,

1oqing Orcinance Amendment Ho.21-00015 by B2 Gy of Kamplon b amard andie-enacl s Zominy
Oeciraarce of e Dty of Hampton Virginia, by armarding Section 3-2 enttied, “Table ¢f U

Perm tied” 2nd

urelyrieg”, This 20 ordnance arend
@50 230 endin modly e sebacks for structres end yards for B2 heep g o anmals This tem isbeing
breugM forvrard in canunction wizh Zoring Ordinance Aandmact Ko, 21-00010 20 Mo, 21-00020,

The Flanring Coomi

N recommends appeoeal of tis fem

structresfor comp s
datrict &nd o 2oy fee-sgle

Zoring Ordnarte of the Oy of Hampton, Vg, by amending Secton 2-2
pertaning b animal eefrimione. Rpproval el ts amandment nould 224 a gefrmon of comparion gl
Tris fzmis being beow ght foraad in conpanition wih Zening Ordnande Amandmants N,
o 21-00019.

00015 &

The Planring Crmimission recommands 2pproval of Bis tem.

Copizs of documents o Information conceming tis proposal may be otained fom t
2 werd Dipadment on Fe 5@ fugr of Oy Hell or from Alscn backora, 757-726-5233 o

mpin ooy and the Oerk of Councl.

Progosed Resabtion 10 amend Be Facal Yeur 2022 Approsd Bu

$43,660 41800 in asstance furds mads avalzbis 13 12 (A of H.

Rereue Fizn Act of 2021, 1 be Lsad by the Gy of Hampton, Virgin

ey queshing (oaceming the P.:.m..mxaﬂnl maliar shoud b2 drectad i) Brizn Defrofio, Assistant

oty Manager, 21 757-727-63320r &g te Clarh ef Courcl,

Proposed submissica of an applicaBog b the Commoaweath of Vegria’s Dipartment of Hovsng and

ity Developesnt 1o amend Ba local Fcentnes 0% ed in 2 Hampton Posds Center Enterpries

Jizon bachirz G|

o 2ccept 503 appropriats
rgria, Broogh the American
certan gl fying enpenses.

T Vegna 23509, from B0 A M 18 430 pr Manday Brough Fridsy, esthudng hebidags.

- governing body shall permi persons Cesring B b2 bexrd an ogparei®y 1 preset oral testimany and,

Zore. The oad of the Virginda Ertarprise 2ece Frogram s o promcle e0eramic de
cresten 2nd real propery investmast by businesses located witin 2 desigrated
The Hampton Rouds Center Exterprise Zone conaists of 21666 2cres end s hocated in T2 nurtsast

: e gd bdustial parks. Hamplon Roads
s, Herpton Roads Certer South Campus,
Perk, Wyt Creek bidastial Park, 20 West Park. R 50

tpmest rosgh Job
serpriee Zecs.

Peads Certer Farbzy

aportonof e

24 1 Dariel Griweed, Asset
7t ad e Clerh of Counol.

Aoy Qeestons conceming the above-refarenced mattyr shodd te dir
Warzgee Erterprice Jore Almiistraton 757-723-5169, doreuardGtar

epmant tirough job creaton andeal property ipvestmant by busioesses kcalsd wina

Ertecprice Zove.

T2 Hargton Urban Enterpeiss Zore 20 turenty ercompasses 3 233 ares end incorporates Hamglon's
Dewrizan 201 most of 12 ndustral weas (Copeland bdustial Parh, Fembroke comider) and masr
cormidors (Colieeam Central, Maroury Boulevard, King Strest Kecoudttan Poad, a7l Phoetus) netin
the Cay

A map shoat boundary and propossd bourdary and e propoced amendmant 1 the
k2 irgentives are malikle on e Hempton Degenteeat of Econ Development webste al
wwahampingaed o at B2 departments office loated 3t 1 Frankin Strest Sca 600, Hampton,

ey Quastors cirgeming te atove-refarenced mabier shoud be drevied to Dardel Grovard, Assat
Manager Erferprise Zome Admiristratar, a8 T57-726-5169 or gairounrd Shamolen ooy 2od be Clark of
Coural.

Kl irtzrestsd parsors wil be heard at e dhove stated trre and Pace.
The pupese of Fe pobic hearing is 10 obtain e comement on each of the fems Isted slove The

pursuaal 13 Chaptsn 2 of B Code of B2 Oy of Hampdon, has estatiabed a bm2 Imt of e (3 mintss
per speaker

o the Feeting @l 727-6315.

Kaferina K Glass, (MG
Clerk of Courcl
T0 BE AIRED LIVE ON HAMPTON TV (COX 47, FIOS 23 AND WWW HAMPTON.GOVITY)
iy web sfe wav hanpbon gov

Pizase advertse Bhe foregeing retice in the *Citizen Conrecton” banner in the Thursday
Hampton Zone sectioa of the Daily Press on the falsning dates:
Date: Thursday, Decembor 30, 2021 and Tharsday, Jervary 6, 2022 k
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After impasse, NC politicians make big deals in 21

Ry Gary D. Robertson
Assiciated Fress

RALEIGH, NC.— Asthe year
draws to a close in politically
divided North Carohina, hostlities
haveeased somewhatbetweenthe
governor and maior-
can lawmakers, both
of whom recently agreed on a
comprebensive budget more than
three years after the last one was
approved Buttheirrelationshipis
far from harmonious.

Last month, second-term Gov.
Fay Coopersigneda two-year, $53
billion stzte budgetbill penned by
esders that was
and with plenty
e, such as provi-
sions that rein in his emergency
powers and phace out corporate
incoms taxes. And there are only
plans to study the broad Medicald
expansion he's sought for years,
withna promise for an actual vote.

Twoyears a mp Cooper vetoed
the spending bill. But this year,
there was enough in it to make
him sign, inchudimg an avalanch
of surplus funds that Republ
cans were happy to direct toward
my7iad projects 2cross the state,
including Broadband expansion
andwater treatment plant re pairs.
ood cutweighed the bad,
and jt was time to move farward,”
Cooper s2id *There's been a o
time since we've had abudget s
(veteingditwould have atthartime
stopped everything ™

North Carolins, the nation’s
ninth-lirgest stzre, was the Lt to
ensct abudget for 2021

The governar's signsture capped
a year in which Cooper azreed
with Republican House Speaker
Tim Moore snd Rephlican Senste
lezder Phil Berger that good-faith
negotiations, rather than stale-
mate, wasthe pathtotake

The sides alio passed compro-
mise Jegislation requi
students to return to in-person
classes earlier this year when
the coronavirus pandemic eased
and data showed low transmis-
sion among young peopl; raiting
police accountability standards;
and mzking North Carolina the
first southeastern stete to estab-
lish w::.:ru:un g5 emission
reduction requirements, And they
celebrated announcements that
Applewillbuild its first East Coast
campus ard Toyotaits first North
Americanbttery plintinthe state,
thanks in part to approved incen-

tives
“T think we' Fedtotryand

A 2020 n_2=== to %E.M::n
't

make a difference” Cooper said,
and “we've come together onsome
historic legislation that's going to
mmake thisstate be

Conilict berween na&&- and
the General Assembly hasn'tebbed
fully: The governor vetoed 16 bills
thisyear, endnone have beenover-
turned His fizhts with the Repub-
licans Tn.:— even before he was
sworn in. Just two days before
taking office in January 2017, the
then-outgoing attorney general
began suing GOF legislaters for
passing Laws shifting gubernato-
rial powers to themselves.

In 2019, Cooper vetoed the
budget bill, insisting that Medic-
aid sion be negotisted The

GOP dsazreed,indacom ntions]
spending plan was never approved
for the first time in recent state
history There wasno government
shutdown, yet many agencies
operated at previous-year levels.

Then COVID A9 arrived, 25 di
Ebillions of dollarsin federal re

n?s!n..rqwnﬁ?-ﬂsain,
tion, and Republicans maintzined
majoritics that weren't veto-preef.

Some Democratic legislators
who were committed to uphold-
ing Cooper's 2019 budget veto
were determined this year
en:ct a plan. Massive amounts
£
other special projects spri
nearly everywhere in the budget
aprpeared to give Republicans
leverage, toa.

“We had funding in there to
touch th s of every North
Carolinian,” s3id Rep. Charles
Graham, a Democrat whowasone
of the budget negotiators because
heh2d voted for the original House
plan Failing to enact a budget,
Greham added, “would have not
been . good leadership”

Cooper managed enough
concessions, particularly on educa-
tion spending. to accept the final
preduct.

*“To his credit, he really wanted

tamake sure thatwehad abudget,
and he was willing to sign a
_,:mw:. " Berger in arecent
intenvew.

GOP Rep. Jason Saine, @ top
House budget writer, said Cooper,
limited from serving beyond 2024,
may have felt pressure to sign a
budgetbecauce hehad never done
w0

“The (game)board haschanged
akrtlebit And T think anybody that

ks that office, whether Repub-
an or Demostat, they've got to
ink shout their lagzey, too,” Ssine
said.

More than 50 Democrats
voted for the
signaled he'd i
from Cooper's allies was muted or
directed at Repubbicans.

“After working for the past two
years during the pandemic with
1o raites and no state budgets,
educators have every reason to
te disappointed,” North Carolina
Associzton of Edusators President
Tamiky Walker Kelly: videa
The 53 sverage payraises for teach-

Athirkwe've
workedto
tryandmate
adfference,
Vie've come
together
onsome

ers for example was oy halfwhat
Cooper had sought

Mac McCorkle a Drake Univer-
sity instructer and former adviser
to North Czrolina’s two previous
Democratic governors, said itvras
a*close call” but believes Cooper
did the rizht thing.

the die-hard partisans

wantabiner ighttotheend —on.
both sides — alot of other people,
people whovoted for Ray Cooper,
think that the governos should be
cooperative, and should collzbo-
rate, and that budgets should be
signed” McCorblesaid

Cooper, who leads the Demo-
cratic Governors Association next
_mtbhwm:wmu up as amode] for
the party, winning in a state that
voted twice for Donsld Tramp.
He could be weakened, however,
should Republicans win enough
seats next Noverber to regain
veto-proof control Democratsand
alkes are suing GOP leaders tohalt
Republican redistricing mzps that
would help retain or expand GOP
maierities.
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